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August 21, 2023
Dear Coach,

Welcome back to the 2023-2024 PAAD Western Scrimmage League!

Please make sure that all paperwork and payments are sent to my attention at 148 West 21st Street, Erie PA  16502.
There will be three scrimmage competitions this year.  You should be aware that these competitions will not be cancelled due to inclement weather; please plan accordingly.  The competition dates, events, and sites are:

OCTOER 28, 2023 @ MONITEAU HS (7:30 am - 4:30 pm) 


Tests - Art, Literature, Music, Social Science

Speech 


Super Quiz Relay
DECEMBER 2, 2023 @ PENN STATE BEHREND COLLEGE (7:30 am - 4:00 pm) 

Tests - Economics, Mathematics, Science 

Interview
Super Quiz Relay
JANUARY 6, 2024 @ NW COLLEGIATE ACADEMY (7:30 am -  4:45 pm)

Tests - Art, Economics, Literature, Mathematics, Music, Science, Social Science


Essay (all subjects, excluding Mathematics)


Super Quiz Relay
The scrimmage league will follow the Academic Decathlon® Study Guide for the basis of the competitions.  The study material for all of the competitions should be purchased from the Academic Decathlon® at www.usad.org.
I know that some schools cannot afford to participate or have seen dwindling numbers recently.  I am going to allow individual participants at the scrimmage and regional level for those students who wish to participate, but their school is not.  If you have a team registered, you are not allowed to enter individual students.  Individual participants are allowed to compete at the scrimmage competitions if their school does not participate as a team.  Please let me know if you know of any students that are interested in participating as an individual.  All students must have a chaperone with them at all times.  This chaperone
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can be a parent, adult, or another team coach; someone must be responsible for them.  Individual participants will pay a slightly high price to play because they are not part of a school that is paying the state participation fee.  Individual students will compete and medal against individual students in their respective divisions, but are not eligible for team awards.  All other rules apply the same as team participants.
Be aware that there will be a visual component to the art test as well as an audio component to the music test.  Please pay special attention to the forms required and their particular deadlines.  Your cooperation in adhering to the deadlines is appreciated and necessary for competition preparation.  Rosters and registration/lunch invoices are due on the same date.  Absolutely NO CHANGES to either form will be accepted after that date.  If, for any reason, your school is unable to attend the competition after the registration form submission date and you did not notify me of your cancellation, you are still responsible for paying the registration/lunch fees.  Schedules WILL NOT BE ADJUSTED to accommodate students arriving late or leaving early.
There is a student registration fee of $25.00 per team student and $35.00 per individual student, per competition.  This fee includes a student lunch ticket and defrays the competition expenses at each meet.  A team is allowed to register a maximum of sixty (60) students per competition.  You are not permitted to bring any substitutes the morning of the competition!  If you choose to disregard this rule, those students will be sent home.  Keep in mind that you may have different teams for each competition.  Certainly, the more often a student competes the more they will benefit academically and help build a climate of success for your team.  

If your school’s transcripts do not contain a key showing your district’s grade conversion policy from number to letter grade, a printout must be included with your packet.  The transcripts must be signed by the principal and include your school’s stamp/seal.  Transcripts are due September 22nd.  If you have any students interested in the program after the initial registration timeframe, do not hesitate to send in their paperwork at anytime throughout the year.  They will be eligible to participate in a competition provided their paperwork has been submitted for review prior to that meet.
If at any point during the year you want to verify the receipt of your documents, please feel free to email me for confirmation.

To those coaches new to the League, welcome to the family!  I am here to assist you in any matter at any point during the year.  Please do not hesitate to contact the office with any questions or concerns.

Best Wishes,

 Michelle

Michelle Buchanan
State Director
Enclosures
